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So What?
Energy use in Canada and Alberta is in-
creasing steadily, particularly from indus-
trial and transportation sources. If no sig-
nificant changes occur in the patterns of 600

Alberta’s Secondary Energy Use per Person, by Sector, 1990 to
2003
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Alberta’s energy is from low-impact re-
newable sources, and another 9.5% is
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liabilities associated with greenhouse gas
emissions.
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The continuing increase in fossil fuel

burning has now been linked to increasing | Alberta’s Primary Energy Use Intensity Index, 1961 to 2003

temperatures and is projected to cause
radical global climate changes over the
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next decade, according to the Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change. More
fossil fuel burning also results in more air
pollution and associated health problems
and costs.

20 |
80 +
Because primary energy use is a more T
comprehensive measure of energy use in-
tensity, we used it to construct the GPI
energy use intensity index. The index is
based on the primary energy use per Al-
bertan from 1961 to 1999. The index uses
1962, the best year in terms of the least
primary energy use per capita (328.7 GJ
per person), as the benchmark. Therefore,
1962 is 100 on the index, and the other
years are measured as changes from that

60 +

50 +

40 +

Economic Growth, benchmark year=100

30 +

20 +

+ 90

T 80

+ 70

T 60

T 50

{40

T 30

T 20

benchmark year. The index has declined 10 _
. 4 . —— Economic Growth
from a high in 1962 (100 on the index), to
40 in 2003. t t t t t t t t
1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 1996 2001

On a scale of 0 to 100, where 100 is the year in which primary energy use intensity was lowest per
Albertan, the status of primary energy use intensity ranks 40 in 2003 compared to 100 in 1962.

For price, see related costs of greenhouse gas emissions and air pollutants.
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