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develop an amendment to the provincial building code to implement the option 
for a local government to impose a 10% minimum renewable energy requirement 
for new residential and commercial buildings within its jurisdiction.!
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Given the tradeoffs between upfront capital costs and the ongoing monthly impacts of 
mortgage payments/energy costs (for which the BTY report provides one analysis), which 
of the following energy efficiency scenarios for the construction of new housing 
represents the best balance between energy efficiency and affordability?    

  A 2-4% increase in the construction cost of new housing, excluding land and other non-
construction costs (roughly equivalent to the estimated average cost of implementing the new 
national provisions which are estimated to yield up to 29% in energy savings); 

A larger increase in upfront capital cost with an increase in energy savings; 

  A smaller in upfront capital cost with a smaller increase in energy savings. 
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Please use this space to add any comments related to balancing energy efficiency and 
housing affordability.  
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Do you support periodic random audits of Part 3 construction projects to collect data on 
code compliance? 
X    yes 

  no 

  don't know 
  
Do you support periodic random audits of Part 3 construction projects to collect data on 
code administration processes? 

X    yes 

  no 

  don't know 
  
Do you think an independent alternative solutions evaluation body would help to improve 
the system for the submission and evaluation of alternative solutions? 

  yes 

  no 

X    don't know 
 
What functions should an independent alternative solutions evaluation body perform? 
Click any that you think are appropriate.  

  the review of complex or contentious alternative solutions after initial discussions between 
proponent and local building department  

  hearing appeals of local authorities’ decisions on proposed alternative solutions 

  considering proposals that appear to transcend equivalency and challenge underlying the 
code’s risk assumptions 

  evaluating alternative solutions proposals for jurisdictions that do not have the staff expertise 
to do so on their own 
Please use this space for additional comments related to the subject of a proposed 
independent alternative solutions evaluation body. 
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Do you support mandatory certification of building officials? 

 X    yes 

  no 

  don't know 
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See full submission at: http://www.pembina.org/pub/1709 (December 21, 2007) 

Schedule of updates 

In order to provide maximum flexibility to the construction industry, it is recommended 
that the code include a schedule of updates. Given that the province already has a 
building strategy with clear objectives for 2010, that would be the next logical year in 
which to update the code. Following 2010, a three-year cycle would be appropriate. 

Indicate Potential Revisions in Future Code Updates 

In addition to a schedule of updates, we are recommending that the code indicate 
potential revisions in future code updates. These will provide the construction industry 
with as much advance notice as possible regarding the changes and/or levels of energy 
performance that are going to be considered in future code changes. For example, the 
code could signal that by 2010, minimum requirements for on-site renewable energy will 
be considered in the same way that the Merton rule sets such standards in the U.K. For 
Part 3 buildings, the code should signal that updates to the ASHRAE standards will be 
considered. This would help the construction industry plan, as well as provide an 
incentive for companies to adopt impending energy-efficiency measures before they are 
required in the code in order to gain a competitive advantage. Once a longer term 
building strategy is in place (see comments below), it would also be appropriate to 
incorporate some of those anticipated future performance levels into the code. 

Feedback and Evaluation 

An effective feedback and evaluation process allows for regulators to transparently and 
accurately assess the effectiveness of code changes, and for the construction industry and 
other interested parties to suggest future changes. We recommend that these feedback 
loops be embedded into the code process. Useful examples to consider include the U.K., 
where they have instituted a feedback system to enable timely input into the code as it 
evolves. Also, in the U.K., a continuous ongoing assessment process is in place to 
monitor the results of regulations and the alignment of the outcomes with regional 
priorities. B.C. does not currently provide an ongoing on-line feedback process that is 
easy to use or accessible to the breadth of users. 

Timing 

We recognize that the further improvements recommended in these comments will place 
additional demands on design professionals, builders, and building officials and 
inspectors. As such, we would be supportive of an additional two months to phase in the 
proposed changes so that the industry has a total of 6 months to adjust if deemed 
necessary by industry. 


