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Canada in Copenhagen: 

Climate Policies and Positions 
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Canada’s Oil Sands: A 

Growing Footprint 
Just 5% of current 

national emissions, but: 

•Emissions more 
than doubled from 

1990 to 2007 

•Projected to account 

for 95% of growth in 

industrial emissions 
in Canada to 2020 

under “business as 

usual” conditions 
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Country 2020 Target, relative to 1990 

Canada (government) -3% 

US -3%, but complementary 

investments in Waxman-Markey 

could increase that to -16% 

Quebec -20% 

EU -20% or -30% 

Canada (House of 

Commons) 

-25% 

Japan -25% 

Norway -40% 

Every independent analysis has concluded that 

Canada’s policies are too weak to reach its target 
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Policy  Plan 

Cap and Trade Waiting for the US; no 

announcement expected until later 

in 2010 

Vehicles Matching US vehicle fuel efficiency 

standards for 2011 

Waiting on the US for 2012 and on 

Renewable 

Electricity 

Federal incentive program is about 

to run out 

US outspent Canada 14:1 (per 

capita) on renewable energy in 2009 

stimulus packages 
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In some African countries, 

yields from rain-fed 

agriculture could be cut in 

half by 2020, according to 

the Intergovernmental 

Panel on Climate Change. 
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